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I had the pleasure of spending 
last spring semester (2012) in 
Brazil with a Fulbright CIES 
grant.  I’ve been doing ethno-
graphic fieldwork in the state 
of Bahia since 1999, and my 
research in 2012 was for my 
second major project in Brazil.  
This project explores the inter-
section of cultural heritage 
policy, transnational tourism 
and religious practice, focusing 
on the Afro-Catholic Sister-
hood of Our Lady of the Good 
Death (Irmandade de Nossa 
Senhora da Boa Morte, or 
simply Boa Morte).  Boa Morte 
is an Afro-Catholic devotional 
organization whose members 
are women of African descent 
involved with Candomblé, an 
African-derived religion prac-
ticed in Brazil.  Boa Morte’s 
yearly festival, which takes 
place in the small town of Ca-
choeira for a week every Au-
gust and celebrates the Feast of 
the Assumption, draws a fasci-
nating array of groups con-
cerned with Afro-Brazilian 
culture, including a large num-
ber of African American visi-
tors from the United States.  
These groups are central to my 
ongoing research on the ways 

that transnational projects and 
practices grounded in the dis-
course of cultural heritage – 
such as afro-heritage tourism, 
social activism, and heritage 
preservation – shape cultural 
practice in places like Bahia. 
 
Cachoeira is relatively remote; 
it is about a two hour drive 
into the countryside from Sal-
vador, the coastal capital of 
Bahia.  With a population of 
about 10,000 people, the 
town’s center is not very large 
– although the city has a popu-
lation of about 30,000, includ-
ing the outlying hamlets.  As a 
result, it is surprising to see 

hundreds of foreign tourists 
wandering through the cobble-
stone streets of the city as they 
do every year for the main day 
of the festival of Boa Morte.  
During the processions pedes-
trians can barely make it 
through the narrow streets 
because they are so packed 
with observers following the 
sisters.  The sisters sing “Ave 
Maria” as they make their way 
slowly through the city dressed 
in the white billowy dresses 
that are essential to traditional 
baiana (literally, a baiana is a  
 
“Selka Research,” cont. on page 2               

 

Steve Selka—Research in Brazil 

2013-2014 Senior Scholarship  

Alyssa Speichert, a double ma-
jor student in American Stud-
ies and Criminal Justice, won 
the Z.G. & Ethel Starr Cleveng-
er Scholarship from the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences for 
the 2013-2014 academic year 
through the Senior Scholarship 
Competition, in which the Col-
lege received 50 applications. 
This award was based on 

Speichert’s outstanding aca-
demic achievement.  
 
All recipients of the Senior 
Scholarships were formally 
recognized at the College 
Scholarship and Awards 
Luncheon held Thursday, April 
11th,  in the Federal Room of 
the Indiana Memorial Union. 

Special points of interest: 
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We wish them both well as they 
take these next steps.   
 
This fall, we will welcome another 
colleague to the faculty:  Cara Cad-
doo, who received her PhD from 
The Graduate Center (CUNY).  
 

We admitted our second class of 
graduate students into the PhD 
program this past fall, and will 
have three more students joining 
us in August, so our cohort of grad-
uate students is growing. This year, 
they organized a research colloqui-
um that pairs faculty and student 
presenters, which generated inter-
esting discussions and intellectual 
synergies in our community.  
 
In these pages, you will find addi-
tional news on many individual 
faculty and student accomplish-
ments.  Read and enjoy, and have a 
wonderful summer! 
 
Best, Debbie Cohn 
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From Debbie Cohn, Chair of AMST 

the  America s  Messen ger 

This has been a busy year for 
American Studies, and I’d like to 
share with you some of the exciting 
developments in the department. 
We celebrate the tenuring and pro-
motion of four of our faculty mem-
bers:  Marlon Bailey, Denise Cruz, 
Steve Selka, and Christina Snyder.  
This is an important step that bears 
witness to their many contributions 
to scholarship and to IU. We are 
also delighted that Karen Inouye 
was promoted to assistant profes-
sor at the beginning of the year.  
 
We are very sorry to say good-bye 
to Denise, who has accepted a posi-
tion at the University of Toronto, 
and to Bob Ivie, who is retiring.  

Greetings to all! 

Cara Caddoo 

Native American & Indigenous Studies College Fellowship 

 The 2013-2014 College of Arts & 
Sciences Native American & Indig-
enous Studies fellowship was 
awarded to Chris Clements who is 
pursuing a PhD in United States 
History with minors in Native 
American and Indigenous Studies 
as well as the history of the African 
Diaspora.  The prize includes a   
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small travel award to promote the 
NAIS degree offerings at a profes-
sional development conference. 
Chris will also take on the editor-
ship of the Native American and 
Indigenous Studies newsletter.  

(Candomblé temples).  Fortunately, 
many of the sisters live in the town 
center, where, like Bloomington, you 
can get everywhere in fifteen minutes.   
Some live in the outlying rural ham-
lets, however, and I had to make my 
way out to see them in rickety taxis 
with rusted-out floorboards.  As part 
of my involvement in the local Can-
domblé community, I took a break 
from my interviews to undertake a 
three day limpeza (cleansing) with a 
local mãe de santo (Candomblé 
priestess), at the end of which we left 
offerings in the river for the orixás 
(gods).  As those who have tried 
know, these offerings can be difficult 

to make in the streams around IU’s 
campus as they remain frozen most of 
the spring semester, something I of-
ten thought about on those warm 
days in the field.  
     
  

Bahian woman, but the term  
often refers to Afro-Brazilian wom-
en involved with cultural practices 
such as selling food on street cor-
ners) garb and Candomblé prac-
tice, with an image of the Virgin 
Mary carried above their heads.  All 
around them photographers take 
pictures, anthropologists take 
notes, politicians shake hands, and 
groups of African American tour-
ists follow along dressed in white.  
 
My main focus last spring was to 
record the sisters’ life histories and 
to participate in daily life in their 
neighborhoods and terreiros  

“Selka Research,” cont. from page 1 

“A limpeza is a spiritual 

cleansing that involves seclusion 

in a temple where the  ‘client’ 

bathes frequently  with water 

infused with sacred leaves.” 
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“A Glut of Whiteness: Gluten – 
Intolerance and the Health of the 
Other,” written by Alex Chambers, 
PhD candidate in American Stud-
ies, was chosen as the winning  
essay for the 2012-2013 Virginia 
LaFollette Gunderson award. The 
award carries $1,000 in prize mon-
ey. Alex presented an abbreviated 
version of his paper at the year-end 
party held April 26.   

“Dominican boys pick up a bat and 
begin to learn by mimicking what 
they see. Almost every one hopes to 
be part of same fabled Dream 
Team.” 

Elizabeth Burbach, who is a double 
major PhD student in Folklore and 
Anthropology with a minor in 
American Studies, was awarded a 
Louise McNutt Graduate Fellow-
ship for 2013-2014 through the 
College of Arts and Sciences at IUB. 
It will help support the completion 
of her dissertation, “Baseball City”: 
Cultivating Ballplayers in Boca Chi-
ca, the Dominican Republic. 

“Team Club Juan Alberto Ozoria from 
Boca Chica waits to play during an 
intercambio amistoso (friendly ex-
change tournament) with the Norma 
Diaz League in Santo Domingo. 
Sporting events like these are a means 
to socialize young people and to cre-
ate community between locations 
around the country.” 

A paper that Jordache worked on 
with Dr. LaMonda Horton-Stallings 
(Professor in the Department of Gen-
der Studies, IUB), about construc-
tions of black masculinities in interra-
cial gay bareback porn, has been ac-
cepted to be presented at the Black 
Sexual Economies: Transforming 
Black Sexualities Research Confer-
ence that is being held at Washington 
University School of Law, Center for 
the Interdisciplinary Study of Work 
and Social Capital in St. Louis, Mis-
souri, September 27-28, 2013. 

Jordache Ellapen, PhD candidate in 
American Studies, is co-editor along 
with Jyoti Mistry, of We Remember 
Differently: Race, Memory, Imagina-
tion, UNISA Press, South Africa, 
2012. The book made the long list for 
the Sunday Times Alan Paton Award. 
 
Ellapen has been awarded the pres-
tigious Dissertation Proposal Devel-
opment Fellowship (DPDF) from the 
Social Science Research Council for 
the 2013 fellowship year, under the 
field of Postcolonial Identities and 
Decolonial Struggles: Creolization 
and Colored Cosmopolitanism. 
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Alex Chambers — Gunderson Award Winner 

Sports in American Studies 

Jordache Ellapen — A Productive Year 

“While wheat-free diets involving 

alternative grains and grass-fed 

meats can be healthier, they 

reinforce the accumulation of 

nutrients in white bodies of the 

global North, contributing to 

what I call a kind of nutritional 

colonialism.” 
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Photo by Liz Burbach, Boca Chica, DR, 2009 

Photo by Liz Burbach   

Los Minas, Santo Domingo Este, DR, 2011 

Photo by Liz Burbach Boca Chica, DR, 2011 



Erin Pauwels is pursuing a PhD in 
the Department of the History of 
Art and minoring in American 
Studies. Erin accepted the Beatrice, 
Benjamin & Richard Bader Short-
Term Visiting Fellowship in the 
Visual Arts of the Theatre from 
Harvard University’s Houghton 
Library, where she will work with 
the Harvard Theatre Collection to 
conduct research for her disserta-
tion on late nineteenth-century 
American stage photographer Na-
poleon Sarony.  

Pauwels was also awarded the  
Henry Luce Foundation / ACLS 
Dissertation Fellowship in Ameri-
can Art and the Dissertation Re-
search Fellowship from the Harry 
Ransom Center at University of 
Texas-Austin. 

Dr. Will E. Smith, III, Advisor for the Departments of American Studies, Philoso-

phy, Religious Studies, and the Dhar India Studies Program was named Advisor of 

the Year for 2013-2014 by the College of Arts and Sciences.   
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AMST PhD Minor Students Grab Awards 

Accolades 

T H E AMERI CAS  MES SENGER  

 

Holly Schreiber, a Combined PhD 
candidate in American Studies & 
Comparative Literature, presented 
her paper “Stephen Crane’s ‘An 
Experiment in Misery’: Experience, 
Interpretation, and Authority,” at 
the annual conference for the In-
ternational Association of Literary 
Journalism Studies in Tampere, 
Finland, that was held in May of 
this year.  

Holly Schreiber 

LIEBER AWARDS & DISSERTATION YEAR RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS 
 
Holly and Sarah both received the Lieber Associate Instructor Award, a 
university-wide teaching award, and were honored at the 2013 Celebra-
tion of Distinguished Teaching.  Additionally, both students are recipi-
ents of the College of Arts and Sciences Dissertation Year Research Fel-
lowship for 2013-2014. 
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Professor Steve 
Selka, jointly 
appointed in 
the Depart-
ments of 
American 
Studies and 
Religious Stud-
ies, was quoted in the New York 
Times (February 14, 2013), in the arti-
cle A Laboratory for Revitalizing Ca-
tholicism (full article can be found at 

 

“Religious practice 

in Brazil is often 

highly hybridized.”  

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/
02/15/world/americas/in-
brazil-growing-threats-to-
catholicisms-
sway.html?emc=eta1&_r=0). 

 

Professor Selka is the author of  
Religion and the Politics of Eth-
nic Identity in Bahia, Brazil. 
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“Accolades,” cont. on page 5 

 

Sarah Dees 

Sarah Dees, doctoral candidate 
in the Department of Religious 
Studies (minor in American 
Studies), received the Won-
Joon Yoon Memorial Scholar-
ship, awarded by the Office of 
the Vice President for Interna-
tional Affairs.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/15/world/americas/in-brazil-growing-threats-to-catholicisms-sway.html?emc=eta1&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/15/world/americas/in-brazil-growing-threats-to-catholicisms-sway.html?emc=eta1&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/15/world/americas/in-brazil-growing-threats-to-catholicisms-sway.html?emc=eta1&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/15/world/americas/in-brazil-growing-threats-to-catholicisms-sway.html?emc=eta1&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/15/world/americas/in-brazil-growing-threats-to-catholicisms-sway.html?emc=eta1&_r=0
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Micol Seigel, Lessie Jo Frazier, and David Sartorius, co-edited, 
the Special Forum “Revolution and Heterotopia” in the 
Journal of Transnational American Studies 4(2) 2012 
(click here http://www.escholarship.org/uc/
item/3ts0f9xh for complete publication). 

Aidé Acosta, Visiting Assistant Professor in American Stud-
ies and Latino Studies, led a seminar on migration and 
ethnography for the Department of International Studies 
at the Universidad Autónoma de Sinaloa. During her visit 
there, she was interviewed for the School’s newspaper and 
news channel (full interview can be found at http://
dcs.uas.edu.mx/index.php?
sec=3&op=2&tipo=i&id_noticia=3307). 

Purnima Bose   

“Geopolitical Fetishism & Afghanistan” appeared in 
Against the Current (July/August 2012). The article was 
translated into Spanish by Francisco Sobrino and reprint-
ed in Herramienta: Marxist Journal of Critique and De-
bate (March 2013).  
 
“Faculty Activism and the Corporatization of the Universi-
ty” appeared in American Quarterly (December 2012).  
 
“Without Osama: Tere Bin Laden and the War on Terror” 
is forthcoming in After Bin Laden: Political Actors, News 
Media, and Popular Cultures, edited by Susan Jeffords 
and Fahad Yahya Al Sumait (University of Illinois Press).  

Filmmakers” at the symposium L.A. Rebellion: Creating a 
New Black Cinema, UCLA Film & Television Archive, No-
vember 12, 2011, Los Angeles. This paper will be published 
in a collection edited by Jacqueline Stewart, Allyson Nadia 
Field, and  Jan-Christopher Horak, later this year. 
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Accolades  (cont. from page 4) 

Grant and Prize Winners 

Michael Martin  

 Michael T. Martin and David Wall “The Politics of Cine-
Memory: Signifying Slavery in the History Film,” will be 
published in the Blackwell Companion to the Historical 
Film, edited by Robert Rosenstone and Constantin Par-
vulescu (Wiley-Blackwell, 2013). 
 
Michael T. Martin and David Wall “Race, Space, and Gen-
der in Ed Bland’s Cry of Jazz,” will be published in the 
Quarterly Review of Film & Video (QRFV), 30.5 
(December) 2013. 
 
Michael also presented “Constituents of a Cinematic For-
mation and Enduring Tradition: The Los Angeles School of 

Universidad Autónoma de Sinaloa 

Shane Vogel's essay, “Madam Zajj and US Steel: Blackness, 
Bioperformance, and Duke Ellington's Calypso Theatre,” 
was published in Social Text (Winter 2012). He gave talks 
at UCLA and Rice University and was elected to the Execu-
tive Committee of the American Society for Theatre Re-
search. 

On February 25th, Alex Lichtenstein (History) conducted a workshop at Muse-
um Africa in Johannesburg South Africa, where he presented preliminary plans for 
a photography exhibit he is curating, “"Margaret Bourke-White and the Dawn of 
Apartheid in South Africa." 
 
Funded by New Frontiers and a Mellon Innovative Research and Teaching Grant, 
the exhibit will showcase the work of American photographer Margaret Bourke-
White, who travelled to South Africa on assignment for Life Magazine in 1949 and 
1950.   At a time when Americans had begun to question their own commitment to 
segregation, Bourke-White’s photos provided an early glimpse of the tightening 
system of South African white supremacy known as “apartheid,” and its association 
with the exploitation of migrant labor in the gold mines. “From now on,” she said 
after her trip, “I just hate gold and diamonds.”   
 
The exhibit will open at IU’s Mathers Museum of World Cultures in August 2013, 
and then will travel to Johannesburg and Cape Town. 

Margaret Bourke-White,, 1950 (with 
permission from Time-Life/Getty Images) “Grants and Prizes,” cont. on page 8 

Ilana Gershon is “chuffed” about going to Stanford’s Center  
for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences next year. 

http://www.escholarship.org/uc/item/3ts0f9xh
http://www.escholarship.org/uc/item/3ts0f9xh
http://dcs.uas.edu.mx/index.php?sec=3&op=2&tipo=i&id_noticia=3307
http://dcs.uas.edu.mx/index.php?sec=3&op=2&tipo=i&id_noticia=3307
http://dcs.uas.edu.mx/index.php?sec=3&op=2&tipo=i&id_noticia=3307
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“Authors’ Shelf” cont. on page 7 

Authors’ Shelf 

Denise Cruz: 

I am pleased to announce the publication of my new book Transpacific Feminini-
ties: The Making of the Modern Filipina (Duke University Press). Focusing on 
the early to mid-twentieth century, the book illuminates the role that a growing Eng-
lish-language Philippine print culture played in the emergence of new classes of 
transpacific women. 
 
“Offering elegantly written, provocatively framed, and meticulously analyzed histori-
cal and cultural accounts of Filipino modern feminine formations between the early 
twentieth century and the years immediately after the Second World War, Denise 
Cruz fills a gap in the scholarly literature by boldly asserting the primacy of transna-
tional connections.”—Martin F. Manalansan IV, author of Global Divas: Filipino 
Gay Men in the Diaspora.” 
 
For more information, and to order the book directly from Duke University Press, 

please visit http://www.dukeupress.edu/Catalog/ViewProduct.php?

productid=48550. 

Jason Jackson, ed., Yuchi Indian Histories Before the Removal Era (Lincoln, Ne-
braska: University of Nebraska Press, November 2012).  

 ABOUT THE BOOK 

In this book, Jason Jackson (FOLK & AMST) and nine scholars of Yuchi (Euchee) 
Indian culture and history offer a revisionist and in-depth portrait of Yuchi com-
munity and society. This first interdisciplinary history of the Yuchi people cor-
rects the historical record, which often submerges the Yuchi within the Creek 
Confederacy instead of acknowledging the Yuchi as a separate tribe. 

EDITORIAL REVIEW 

“The editor and contributors deserve congratulations for sustaining the nearly 
invisible Yuchi story line. Hope for future information rests in the questions 
raised by these and other scholars.” 

For more information, and to order the book directly from the University of Ne-
braska Press, please visit: http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Yuchi-

Indian-Histories-Before-the-Removal-Era,675231.aspx. 

Jason was named the new director of IU’s Mathers Museum of World Cultures and is an Associate Professor in Folk-
lore (Adjunct Professor in American Studies) . 
 
For the next two years, Professor Jackson will be collaborating with an AFS folklore and public policy working group 
on Folklore and Museum Policy and Practice. This working group is the third of its kind in an ongoing series that was 
approved by the American Folklore Society’s Executive Board. 
 
Recent Article: 
“The Story of Colonialism, or Rethinking the Ox-Hide Purchase in Native North America and Beyond.” The Journal of 

American Folklore. 126 (499): 31-54. (For full article, please visit http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5406/
jamerfolk.126.499.0031.) 

http://www.dukeupress.edu/Catalog/ViewProduct.php?productid=48550.
http://www.dukeupress.edu/Catalog/ViewProduct.php?productid=48550.
http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Yuchi-Indian-Histories-Before-the-Removal-Era,675231.aspx
http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Yuchi-Indian-Histories-Before-the-Removal-Era,675231.aspx
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5406/jamerfolk.126.499.0031
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5406/jamerfolk.126.499.0031
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Authors’ Shelf (cont. from  page 6) 

America through European Eyes, edited by Professors 
Aurelian Craiutu and Jeffrey Isaac (Political Sci-
ence and Adjunct Professors in AMST), has been issued 
in paperback by Penn State University Press, 2012. The 
book brings together specialists from several fields 
(political science, history, comparative literature) who 
examined the image of  America in the writings of 
French and English visitors to America in the 18th and 
19th centuries.  

To order: http://www.amazon.com/America-Through-
European-Eyes-Reflections/dp/0271033916/
ref=sr_1_8?ie=UTF8&qid=1362782429&sr=8-
8&keywords=Craiutu) 

Professor Stephanie C. Kane (Criminal Justice and Adjunct Professor in 
AMST) pens Where Rivers Meet the Sea: The Political Ecology of Water 
(Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2012). Stephanie compares two cities 
and nations — Salvador, Brazil and Buenos Aires, Argentina — as she tells the 
stories of those who organize in the streets, petition the courts, and challenge 
their governments to implement and enforce existing laws designed to protect 
springs, lakes, harbors, and rivers. 

To order: http://www.amazon.com/Where-Rivers-Meet-Sea-
ebook/dp/B008RXV4KW/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1370463065&sr=8-
1&keywords=where+rivers+meet+the+sea 

  
RECENT CHAPTER 

“Coastal Conflict: Implementing Environmental Law in Salvador da Bahia”. 
In Routledge International Handbook of Green Criminology. Nigel South 
and Avi Brisman, Editors. New York: Routledge (2013). 

Professor Colin Johnson (Gender Studies and Adjunct in 
American Studies, History, and Human Biology) publishes 
Just Queer Folks: Gender and Sexuality in Rural America 
(Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2013). 

To order: http://www.amazon.com/Just-Queer-Folks-
Sexuality-
Ameri-
ca/dp/1439909989/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1370462131
&sr=8-
1&keywords=just+queer+folks+gender+and+sexuality+in+
rural+america 

http://www.amazon.com/America-Through-European-Eyes-Reflections/dp/0271033916/ref=sr_1_8?ie=UTF8&qid=1362782429&sr=8-8&keywords=Craiutu
http://www.amazon.com/America-Through-European-Eyes-Reflections/dp/0271033916/ref=sr_1_8?ie=UTF8&qid=1362782429&sr=8-8&keywords=Craiutu
http://www.amazon.com/America-Through-European-Eyes-Reflections/dp/0271033916/ref=sr_1_8?ie=UTF8&qid=1362782429&sr=8-8&keywords=Craiutu
http://www.amazon.com/America-Through-European-Eyes-Reflections/dp/0271033916/ref=sr_1_8?ie=UTF8&qid=1362782429&sr=8-8&keywords=Craiutu
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“Grants and Prizes,” cont. from page 5 
 

COMPTON-NOLL PRIZE 

Marlon Bailey (American Studies  
and Gender Studies): Marlon’s 
Feminist Studies essay, “Gender / 
Racial Realness: Theorizing the 
Gender System in Ballroom Cul-
ture,” is co-winner of the Modern 
Language Association / GLQ Cau-
cus’s Compton-Noll Prize for best 
article in LGBTQ Studies. 

 

NEH GRANT 

The Black Film Center/Archives 
was awarded a National Endow-
ment for the Humanities 2013   
Digital Humanities Start-Up Grant. 
This grant will support the pro-
gram, “Representing Early Black 
Film Artifacts as Material Evidence 
in Digital Contexts.” 
 
In November 2013, project direc-
tor, Brian Graney, and lead 
scholar Michael Martin will con-
vene an interdisciplinary group of 
scholars, moving image archivists, 
and library professionals for a two-
day conference and workshop to 
discuss the new methodologies and 
questions emerging through recent 
scholarship in early black-audience 
film studies and their broader ap-
plication to other marginalized 
media cultures with rich histories 
of material practice. 

 

CAHI GRANT 

Professors Micol Seigel 
(American Studies and History), 
LaMonda Horton-Stallings 
(Gender Studies and Adjunct in 
American Studies), and Sara 
Friedman (Anthropology), have 
been selected by the College Arts & 
Humanities Institute to receive a 
Conference Grant of $4,000 to 
fund  the “Global Moral Panics” 
workshop. 

Future Conferences 

MIDWEST POPULAR CULTURE ASSOCIATION /  
AMERICAN CULTURE ASSOCIATION 

  
The 2013 MPCA/ACA Conference will be held on October 11-13, 2013, at the Mar-
riott St. Louis Union Station Hotel in St. Louis, Missouri. For more information 
about the conference, please visit: http://www.bgsu.edu/departments/popc/
page13191.html. 
 

FRAMING THE GLOBAL 

SEPTEMBER 26-28, 2013 
IUB CAMPUS 

 
Sponsored by  

 
Center for the Study of Global Change, Indiana University  

and  
Indiana University Press 

 
Global studies emerged in the 1980s as scholars, policymakers, and the general 
public began to take note of the increasingly transnational flows of people, ideas, 
and goods that have come to be identified under the rubric of globalization. In-
terest in global phenomena has since spread to every discipline in the social sci-
ences and humanities, to become an intellectual touchstone in the academy and 
beyond. Despite increasing popular and scholarly attention to global issues, no 
clear consensus has emerged regarding the most fundamental definitions of 
terms or appropriate empirical methods for studying the global. This conference 
will explore emerging directions and methodologies for global research. The 
scholars in the Mellon Foundation-funded Framing the Global project have been 
addressing this question collaboratively and through their own work, which is 
characterized by interdisciplinarity, empirical grounding, and a concern with 
tracing the links between the transnational and the local in a variety of lived, 
political, discursive, cultural, and social domains. The conference will extend 
that conversation to include other scholars and practitioners with similar con-
cerns.  

If you have questions, contact us at framing@indiana.edu. 

REGISTRATION AND MEMBERSHIP:  
 
All conference participants must be members of the Mid-
west Popular Culture Association/Midwest American Cul-
ture Association. Membership is for the calendar year 
through December 2013.  
 
Membership fees for students w/ID, retirees and unem-
ployed are $50 and $80 for all others. The membership fee 
is separate from the conference registration fee. All partici-
pants must register for the conference.  
 
Conference registration fees for students w/ID, retirees and 
unemployed is $80 and $110 for all others. All fees post-
marked on or before September 15, 2013, will not be as-
sessed a late fee of $15.00. 

http://www.bgsu.edu/departments/popc/page13191.html
http://www.bgsu.edu/departments/popc/page13191.html
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Current Events 

GRADUATES  
2012-2013 

 
Doctor of Philosophy 

 
MARK BENEDETTI 
Major: Communication & Culture 
Minor: American Studies 
 

CHAD CHRISTENSEN 
Major: Higher Education 
Minor: American Studies 
 

MARK HAIN 
Combined PhD: 
American Studies /  
  Communication & Culture 
 

CARA KINNALLY 
Combined PhD: 
American Studies 
  Spanish and Portuguese 
 

NATASHA RITSMA 
Combined PhD: 
American Studies / 
  Communication & Culture 
 

PUJA SAHNEY 
Major: Folklore & Ethno-  
  musicology 
Minor: American Studies 

 
 

Bachelor of Arts 
 

LANCE PROCTOR 
Double Major: 
American Studies /  
  History 
 

MATTHEW SPEARS 
Major:  Journalism 
Major: Outside Area History 
Minor: American Studies 
 

CLAIRE WISEMAN 
With High Distinction 
With Honors in Journalism 
Major: Journalism 
Major: Outside Area American 
  Studies 

2013 IU MINI UNIVERSITY 
MONDAY, JUNE 10 — THURSDAY, JUNE 13 

 
The following AMST faculty members, both core and affiliate, will be presenting 
at the 2013 IU Mini University: 
 
Vivian Halloran (AMST/ENGL), Monday, 9:45-11:00 a.m. 

 “Contemporary Food Writing: From Memoirs to Restaurant Reviews” 

Christoph Irmscher (ENGL), Thursday, 9:00-11:00 a.m. 

 “Walt Whitman, Celebrity Poet: The Whitman Holdings at the Lilly         
 Library” 

Eric T. Sandweiss (HIST), Monday, 1:00-2:15 p.m. 

 “Hit the Road: The American Highway in History and Legend” 

Micol Seigel (AMST/HIST), Thursday, 2:30-3:45 p.m. 

 “Langston Hughes and Walt Whitman: How to Hear America Sing” 

Susan Seizer (CMCL), Tuesday, 2:30-3:45 p.m. 

 “Making an Ethnographic Documentary Film: Road Comics” 

Greg Waller (CMCL), Monday, 2:30-3:45 p. m. 

 “History of Film” 

Carrie Fudickar:  Masters of Fine Arts, University of Oklahoma, Norman, OK 
 
Jedediah Kuhn:  Masters of Arts, American Studies, California State University 
 
Caitlin Reynolds:  Masters of Arts, Communication Studies, Kansas State                                                 
                         University 
 
Claudia Rothe:  International non-degree graduate student from Free University 
     of Berlin (FUB), Germany 

New Graduate Students 

AMST 2013 Summer Course Offerings 
AMST-A 100 What is America?  
Class # 12673 Session: 4W1  10:20 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. / Instructor: Matthew Onstott 
Class # 13229 / Session: 4W2 10:20 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. / Instructor: Jordache Ellapen 
 
AMST-A 200 Comparative American Identities / Topic: Fashioning Citi-
zenship, Styles of Resistance 

Class # 15253 / Session: 4W1 12:40 – 2:50 p.m. / Instructor: Courtney Mitchel 
 
AMST-A 202 U.S. Arts and Media / Topic: Heresy, Transgression and 
American Popular Culture 

Class # 15589 / Session: 6W2 12:40 – 2:30 p.m. / Instructor: Jennifer Heusel 



         American Studies 
 

 Race, Nation, and Anxieties of 
Empire in Mexico, the Caribbean, 
and Central America 

 
In fall 2013, Deborah will be teaching 
AMST-G 751 Representing the Cold 
War in Latino and Caribbean Litera-
ture (1959-present). 
 
Her most recent book, The Latin 
American Literary Boom and U. S. 
Nationalism during the Cold War,  
was well received. Suzanne Jill Levine 
writes: “Deborah Cohn’s lucid, metic-
ulous study is a model of historical 
inquiry and critical acumen… unprec-
edented and groundbreaking.”  
 
Deborah was promoted to Full Pro-
fessor this year.  

Deborah Cohn, who is jointly ap-
pointed in American Studies and 
Spanish and Portuguese, was voted to 
Chairship last spring. She had big 
shoes to fill after the departure of 
Matthew Guterl, the previous Chair, 
who accepted a position at Brown 
University.  
 
She’s no stranger to the field or to the 
department. She previously held the 
position of Associate Director to 
American Studies for the past seven 
years while American Studies was still 
a program, and she served as Director 
of Graduate Studies during that time. 
Courses that she has taught here at IU 
include: 
 

 Faulkner and Spanish American 
and Caribbean Authors 

 

 Hemispheric and Transnational    

Reflection and Moving Forward 


